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Summarised remarks:

There will not be many printed reports from the 2000 census.  Summary files are tabular electronic files, and date from the mid-1900s.    One set has been released for 2000, STF 1 (100% data) at the state level.  The national file will appear in spring 2002.  STF 2-4 will be released by October 2002.

Public use microdata files now exist for censuses 1850- , thanks to historical work on the Integrated Public Use Microdata Series  (IPUMS) and National Historical GIS (NHGIS) files.  ICPSR will release Public Use Microdata Sample files for 2000 at 5% and 1%, plus TIGER/Line 2000 cartographic files.  Census 2000 maps are already available as PDF files.

PUMS for 2000 are limited to 200 columns, to fit into Excel.  1990 PUMS were comma delimited; 2000 PUMS will be fixed format.  The documentation reflects the changes.  There will be some hierarchical files, and some files have been merged since 1990.

ICPSR has three 2000 census files available already, the PL 94-171 (Congressional redistricting) file, Summary File 1, and state Profiles of General Demographic Characteristics.  The ICPSR web site contains all released data, documentation, other census information, and links to other census sites.  It has been developed in co-operation with the Census Bureau to help the academic community.  ICPSR is putting census files on its FastTrack site as soon as they are received.  There will be free web-based access to census files, including  provision for creating subsets.  Census files  will be archived as they are, and will also be reformatted to facilitate use in statistical analysis packages (SAS, SPSS, Stata).  ICPSR is converting the Census Bureau's PDF files to text files, to mark them up with XML as part of its Data Documentation Initiative.

Recommended web sites:

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/CENSUS2000/  ICPSR Census 2000

http://factfinder.census.gov/  American FactFinder

Todd Gardner, Census Bureau:  Complete-Count Population Census Files at the Census Bureau Research 

Data Centers

The Census Bureau's Historical Census Project is designed to create Unix compatible files from Univac tape files.  These are complete files, similar to Statistics Canada's master files, and will only be accessible in the six Census Bureau Research Data Centers.  The censuses being converted are 1960 long form, and 1970-1990 long and short forms.  Besides conversion, the project aims to automate data extraction and the creation of special tabulations.  They are trying to harmonise data from these censuses without losing detail.  Progress is slow, but he hopes to complete the project before staff with the necessary knowledge retire.  There are no plans for public data projects because of disclosure issues; but once the project is completed he would like to create a 1960 PUMS file.  Work has just begun and the projected completion date is two years away.  The work is being done in co-operation with the University of Maryland's new population centre.
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