Deconstructing a Health Fact from the National Population Health Survey (continued)

1. The volume of reported research that has made use of the National Population Health Survey is steadily growing.  Consequently, there is a greater likelihood of other researchers asking for access to the NPHS because of their encounter with these publications, especially to explore some findings further or to replicate results from this research literature.  This part of the computing exercise begins by examining the major index for medical research, Medline, to locate publications that included the use of the NPHS.  On the basis of some select publications, you will retrieve online copies of these articles and deconstruct an aspect of its analysis.

· Start a web browser session at: www.umanitoba.ca/

From the pull-down list of “more University of Manitoba Web pages,” select “libraries” from the list; click on the link to “Search NETDOC”.

From the index on the left side of the page, select “Complete list of databases”

Scroll to “Medline Advanced” and select the Web interface

· Search Medline for “National Population Health Survey” in Keyword or Phrase Search; click on “Perform Search”

On the “Mapping Display” page, click the check box for: "National Population Health Survey".mp. (Search as Keyword) and then Continue

How many results did you get?

Display the first 10

Check the “Complete Reference” and verify how many of the first 10 refer to the Canadian NPHS

Under how many different journals have articles been published in these 10?

Click on the icon “Main Search Page” to return searching; click on Journal icon and search for Health Reports

On the “Journals Index Display” page, select: health reports.jn. and click “Perform Search”

How many results are shown for Health Reports?

Click on COMBINE icon and combine the results from your two searches, i.e., NPHS and HR, by clicking both check boxes for #1 and #2 and then click on “Combine Searchers” (make sure AND is used to make the combination)

How many results are shown for the combined search?

Among the first 10 titles, find an article dealing with smoking.  

What volume and issue does this article appear?

· Now retrieve an online copy of this article.

Go to the top page for NETDOC and select the link to “Online resources”

Scroll down the page to “Electronic Journals” and click on this link; then “Browse E-journals Alphabetically”

Click on H, find Health Reports and click on it

Retrieve the issue of Health Reports identified above [alternatively go to http://dsp-psd.pwgsc.gc.ca/dsp-psd/Pilot/Statcan/82-003-XIE/82-003-XIE.html]

· Find the article by Nancy Ross and Claudio Perez.  Notice that a sidebar includes the Data Source.

What is the exact data source cited?

Was it the longitudinal or cross-sectional file?  

Was it the General or the Health file?  

What was the sample size for the author’s analysis?

· The authors created three smoking attitude scores to use as their dependent variables.  

Does the article explain how these smoking attitude scales were created? 

Identify the items in the NPHS that were used in the following table.

Text of the Questions Used the Three Smoking Attitude Scales

Health Effects of Smoking

a.

b. 

c. 

d.

Health Effects of Second-hand Smoke

e.

f.

g.

h.

Importance of Smoke-free Environments 

i.

j.

k.

l.

· Open the PDF version of the data documentation for the correct release of the NPHS and from the table of contents, go to the appendix in the data dictionary for the General File.  Use Acrobat’s Find tool and locate the variable names for the above set of items.  Complete the following list from the information in the data dictionary.

Item
Variable Name
Question Number

a.



b.



c.



d.



e.



f.



g.



h.



i.



j.



k.



l.



2. In this exercise, findings reported on the Health Canada Web site will be used.

· Go to the Health Canada web site at www.hc-sc.gc.ca

From this site’s top menu line, select Search and then conduct a search for “National Population Health Survey”

How many results did you get?

On the bottom of this page of results is a link to conduct the same search on “the Canadian Health Network”, click on this link

Click on the “Search” link that will repeat this search in CHN

[If the search brings up a new search engine follow this: Enter National Population Health Survey in the Keyword Search text box; then click on the radio button in front of “exact phrase” followed by Search.]

How many results did you get?

Click on the link to “Alcohol and pregnancy” 

What data sources are referenced on this page?

What NPHS variables are listed that indicated self-reported alcohol consumption during pregnancy?

Which category of income adequacy showed the highest percentage of women who drank during pregnancy?

· Complete the following table from this page.

Percentage of Woman Who Drank During Pregnancy, Canada 

excluding Territories, 1995/95


NPHS
NLSCY

Income adequacy



Low



Middle 



High



· Open the PDF version of the data documentation for the correct release of NPHS and file [hint: think supplement].  Use Acrobat’s Find tool and locate the variable names for the above two items: income adequacy and drinking while pregnant.  Complete the following list from the information in the data dictionary.

Item
Variable Name
Question No.
Number of Categories

Income adequacy




Drink while pregnant




What modifications must be done to compare the data in the NPHS file with the summary in the research report?

3. Return to the Search Results page for the Health Canada site (use the go to function to return to: Search Health Canada’s Web Site “National Population Health Survey” if separate browser windows weren’t opened).  Examine this research finding on smoking and see if drinking is a behaviour associated with smoking.

· Click on the first link to “The Smoking behaviour of Canadians: National Population Health Survey Highlights” and then click on the banner: National Population Health Survey Highlights.

Click on the link to Description of the Survey and Reports

On which cycle of the NPHS is this summary based?

Which microdata file was used to produce the statistical results in this report?

Click the link to Profile of the Provinces in the Table of Contents 

In which province(s) is smoking the most prevalent?

In which province(s) is smoking the least prevalent?

Going through the Table of Contents examine the report to answer the following question:  

Among the factors involved in the prevalence of smoking, was drinking behaviour mentioned?

· Go to the Statistics Canada web site and search the Daily for drinking and smoking behaviour.

Go to www.statcan.ca/english/search

Click the check box for The Daily, set the “Type of search” to “all of these words (and)”, and in the search text box: drink* smok*

How many results did you get?

Go through each these seven issues and use your browser’s Find tool to search for: drink

Look for an issue of The Daily that includes a statistical summary about combined drinking and smoking behaviour.  Search for ‘drink’ and see if smoking is mentioned with any of the results for this search. Use the following table to record your results.

Issue of The Daily
Survey in which Finding Occurred
Group Described that Both Drinks and Smokes













· Looking at the September 22, 1995 issue of The Daily, find the section about “One in five adults both drink and smoke”.  Review this report and identify the variables mentioned.  [hint: be sure to read below the italics sidebar]

Variables Mentioned in the Section about “One in five adults both drink and smoke”











How does this set of variables differ from the set in the Health Facts report?
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