GEOSUITE Handout


Geosuite  & Beyond 20 – 20

What is Geosuite?

Geosuite is a reference tool that allows you to search, view and export codes based on census geography.

Geosuite covers the following standard levels of geography:

- Canada (CAN)

- Provinces/Territories (PR)

- Economic Regions (ER)

- Census Divisions(CD)

- Census Consolidated Subdivisions (CCS)

- Census Subdivisions (CSD)

- Designated Places (DPL), (the CSD parts of DPLs)

- Federal Electoral Districts (FED), (based on the 1987 Representation Order)

- Census Metropolitan Areas/Census Agglomerations (CMA/CA)

- Primary Census Metropolitan Areas/Primary Census Agglomerations (PCMA/PCA)

- Census Tracts (CT)

- Urban Areas (UA)

- Enumeration Areas (EA)

Why would users and Data Librarians find Geosuite helpful?

1.  Reference
Names & related codes

Name of a place, not CSD but actually may be one or two EA’s

Real case

2. Census Hierarchies – Need to match up data from 2 different hierarchies


Beyond 20-20 files will show one hierarchy but you need map the data to another hierarchy?  Why? In order to look at the data from a different perspective – rather than Federal electoral districts, more often researchers are interested in towns, cities and rual areas.
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3.  Repetitive Extractions Across Many Files (always the same level of geography)


Selected 7 core urban neighborhoods in CMAs


Selected 7 satellite bedroom communities surrounding CMAs


Socio-demographic study ( characteristics (years since immigration….)

4.  Helping Students with Extractions - Limits of Beyond 20/20
Underlying engine of Beyond 20/20 has an arbitrary limit of 255 fields or columns that you can extract at one time. Within the profile data if someone is working with Income and other characteristics it’s easy to reach this limit.

You can use Geocodes and Beyond 20/20 two ways:

· If you require many geography areas, narrow your characteristics

· Export a file, ask students to review, delete, load as a separate profile

· Load a Geography profile and make the geography the active dimension for the columns and then you can have numerous characteristics

Other workarounds – many characteristics, many geographic areas!

· Depending on the analysis they would use approach 1 or 2

· multiple extractions

Benefits are consistency amongst all of their files (won’t inadvertently select different characteristics or move the display/export to a different order).

Searching Geofile

1. Name search

2. Code search

3. Chart search


Note: When searching for a name by default CTs are excluded unless you change the level.

Selecting Data – Viewing Codes

1. Begin by searching for a name or higher level code. For example search for Edmonton. Then you can specify the codes you would like to view – EA’s, CT’s etc..



Exporting Data

Click on the Export button on the toolbar to export codes. You can and must customize the order in which codes are exported to use with Beyond 20/20.


PR    2 digit code  ie. Saskatchewan 47


  |


FED    federal electroral district – 3 digit code,  PRXX FEDXXX


  |


EA    enumeration area, 3 digit code   PRXX FED XXX EAXXX





CMA/CA


  |  |


CT Census Tract   


  |  


EA  enumeration areas, 





Select Data: There are three ways to copy items from one list to the other:


 


1.  Use the command buttons


 


	>    add the selected item from the left list to the right list.


	>>   add all items in the left list to the right list.


	<    remove the selected item from the right list.


	<<   remove all items from the right list.


 


 2. Drag items between the lists.


  


3.   Double click on an item to move it to the other list.


 


You can multi-select items using the standard Windows methods of Shift-clicking and Ctrl-clicking, and use methods 1 and 2 to move them.


 





View and Export Data





Once you have selected the data fields for the area and level of geography, this step will allow you to view, print or export the results of your search, perform calculations or save your query.





The Export function allows you to export data to a file.  You must define a path for your export file by entering a file name or clicking on the Browse button.
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